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The ech 5 . continuing 
the, PRESENT. PARLIA- 
© MENT, Fr | 


nod; val © Hell 157-5 
1 HAT Nations as welt as Indi- 
Ws viduals, have fallen into Errors, 
and miſtaken their real Into- 
reſt, is a Truth that will not 
de controverted and it is with the higheſt 
| Concern I am obligꝰd to ay, we have 
many fatal Inſtances of it in our own. ' 

The Time of the Continuance of Par- 
landuts has oſten varied ſince the Con- 
queſt; and tho it has been frequently 
urged, chat a triennial Parliament” was 
our uantient Conſtitution, yet it is very 
certain, that the word Triennial was not 
- known till the Reign of King Charles J. 
when an Act paſſed ro pre vent the In- 
conveniences which may ariſe 4 the long 
Inter miſſion of Parliaments: By which 
it Was provided, that there ſbould be a 
Seſſion once in three ' Tears; but there 
B Was 


Parliaments. 

That Act was repealed in the Reign of 
Charles II. there being ſome ate Rein in 
it, which werbe lopk'd\vipon to be der- 
gatory to the Crown. And the firſt Re- 

„ as to the Duration of Parlia- 
ments, was in the Reign of William and 
Mary; and tho' it Ache be well intend 
ed, yet it muſt be allow'd to have been 


un Innovation and Inftingement u 
"Rights of the Crown: und tis pft 
no Piinee, hat was net diſtxeſs d, 
haue conſented to ſuch a Law. 
Ihe Trienaial Act — * | 
the: Septennial in the Near 171 65.,and if 
Time and | Experience are the ſaſeſt 
Guides to Th, it maſt be, granted, that 
it bas cheen attended with all the, happy 
Eſſects prepoſed by it, tho) chere mvs a 
mighty Outory againſt it: nay, it Was 
vurged by the emen-who oppoſed it, 
- whil& under that ſatal Conſe- 
tiquences; would geſukt from it; and ſome 
dee lxred openly that it us: no deſe than 
a total Subverſion ef the Conſtitution. 
But the whole Learing of Parliamerss, 
with the mander of\convening, holdisg, 
_ 0 thank: is cleatly ſet forth 


in 


(3) 

in the late Mr. Hambden's Speech in the 
Houſe of Commons, which coneludes 
theſe Sheets. 8 

. The fame Motives that were inſiſted 
upon for the ſeptennial Act may be 
urged at this time; for the Continuance 
of the preſent Parliament, during the 
War with Spain ; that is, the unſettled 
State of Affairs, the Encouragement to 
our Allies, and the Apprehenſions of Tu- 
mults and Riots upon a new Election. 

It cannot be denied but the preſent 
State of Affairs abroad, as far as they 
relate to Great-Britain, is very preca- 
rious, and ſeems to portend Wars and 
Calamities: Should Providence take away 
the preſent Elector-Palatine, of which 
ve have the greateſt Reaſon to be ap- 
prehenſive; conſidering his great age add 
Infirmities, a War will, in all appearance, 
break out between the ſeveral Princes, 
who claim a Right to the Succeſſion of 
Juliers and Berg upon the Deathi'of his 
Electoral Highneſs: Amongft others, his 
& Pruſſian Muck, whois ſo nearly allied 
to his Majeſty of Great Britain.” © * 


We have another gloomy Proſpe@ be- 
| fore us from the North, where a Clond 
ſeems to be bebe ing and to threaten 


e that 


— — — 


CVS I wee es cus „„ 


© ne 
that part of the World, and confi * 


ing our Alliances with Sweden and 
Heſſe-Caſſel, tis very probable Great 


Britain would be under a neceſſity of 


ſupporting them; to,which the late Match 
will not a little contribute. 

If we caſt our Eyes towards the South, 
we ſhall ſce Portugal, from which Great 
Britain draws ſuch . immenſe Wealth, 
threaten'd with Armies and Invaſions, 
for obſerving a Neutrality between us 
and Spain z and I am perſuaded, w 

are too ſenſible of the Advantages "of 
our Commerce with that Crown, not 
to aſſiſt her, in caſe of any Attempts, 
either from France or Spain ; and 'tis 
well known, that we ſent a powerful 
Fleet a few Vears ago, to make good 


the Pefenſive Alliance made with that 


_ Kingdom, in the Reign of Queen Anne, 


which. is to be perpetual. 
But there is a neighbouring Kingdom, 


2 em which we have Reaſon to dread 
mote Evils than any other; tis France, 


that has been for above a Centur 4 
Terror, not only of England, 


may fay of all. ; x 'Tis = 
11 Handen we have, and always muſt con- 
z. geive the moſt dreadful Apprehenſions, 
ſince 
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(5) 

ſince 'tis but too well known, that ſhe 

is always watching for ſome kind 
portunity of making Great Britain a 
Province: We ſee what a perfidiousPart 
ſhe is acting at this very time; her Mi- 
niſters would perſuade us, that their 
Court has nothing more at Heart than 
the Tranquillity of Europe, though tis 
notorious, that under that deceitful 
Calm, the French Miniſters, in all the 
Courts of Europe, are making the 
ſtrongeſt Efforts to lead the Princes, to 
whom they are ſent, into a falſe Secu- 
rity, till her Armies are in the Field, 
and then 'it may be too late to think 
of any Oppoſition againſt the vaſt and 

dangerous Schemes of that Crown. 
Since, 'tis pretty evident,” from what 
has been now offer d, that we have no- 
thing but melancholy Proſpects abroad, 
on all ſides, let us take a ſummary 
View of our Affairs at Home, which 
are no ways promiſing; for though ſome 
Gentlemen of Rank, who ſeem'd to be 
the moſt zealous for the preſent War, 
engaged their Honours to come into 
all the Meaſures that ſhould be pro- 
poſed for puſhing it on with Vigour, 
yet, now we hear of nothing but Com- 
plaints, 


(s) 


plainta, wrong: Steps, and Mifinanage» 
ments; and great pains are taken to in- 
fluence the People and to make them 
weary of a War, for which they had 
- a longing Defire for. many 
EATS. 0 
Will not Foreign Nations n. 


bed ſuch ptepoſterous Conduct, that 


we are ſeized with a Delirium; buſt, 


to make loud” Cries for War, and as 
eren almoſt 45 ſgon, 4s 'tis 

Waal it not be the mot cogſum- 
mate Wiſdom then, to continue the pre- 


ent Parliament, in ſuch; an unſteady 


and dangerous Condition of Things, as 
well at home as abroad; a Parliament 
that has given the moſt ſignal Teſti- 
- monics of their Zeal for = Welfare 
of the Natipn, by the many good and 
falutary Lavs made every Seſſion, and 
dy the large Supplies they have granted 
with Unanimity for carrying on the pre- 
* War. 
Amongit other Arguments for conti- 
a nuing this Parliament, during the War, 
we muſt ohſrrye, that the Members 
who compoſe the Houſe of Commons, 


are * acquainted with the Mo- 
| tives 


* 


2 
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tives chat lead to it, and the Means 
for carrying it on; but ſhould we have 
a new: Election, and a Houſe: of Com- 
mons filled with Gentlemen that may 
be Strangers to the Courſe of Affairs 
that may, perhaps, to gratify Spleen or 
Reſentment, begin a Seſſion with ground- 
les Inapcachments: and long Speeches 
againſt the | Miniſtry, and this, amidſt 
the Calatnitics of an expenſive War, we 
may, in ſuch cafe, pronounce the King» 
dom will be e err ol De- 
ſtruddloo. bei: 

What eiſe can be erpecbel, Gould 
i be ou bard fate to have a Houſt 
of Commons that wonld laviſh away 
aber time in quatrelling with a Miniſtry; 
and I believe, there is no Inſtance in 
Hiſtory, where the Affairs of the King- 
dom were well eendudted, whilt Diſ- 
wird ſteigued between Parliament and 
Miniſtey: As it did almoſt, during the 
whole Reign of King Halliam, and ſome 
part of 4hat of Charles H. from vic 
all their -Misfortuncs muſt be derived. 

There is another Exit to be dread- 
ed ffrom ſuch a new Election, that is, 
chat it will cevive Atimoſitics, and 
lente M Blood in all Ranks of Vraple 

WINC 


(8) 

which are the natural Effects of all E- 
lections; and though ſuch Conſequence, 
are always highly injurious, yet they 
are much more ſo, in a time of Wars 
which es, the ſtricteſt Any 
and Concord. © © 

Should it be! our Lot to have a dif. 
cules Houſe- of Commons, in a time 
of War, Supplies will be retarded; up- 
on the Diſpatch of which, the Safety 
of the Kingdom ſo much depends, and 


few Princes or States will enter into 


any Alliance with us; and ſhould we 
be attack d by France, which is not 
improbable, I am perſuaded, no one can 
imagine, we can ſupport a War alone, 
againſt ſuch a ſormidable Power united 
with Han. 


1 grant we have already many Al- | 


liances, but tis probable, that new ones 
muſt be made, to quadrate with the 
preſent State of Affairs; however, this 
muſt be acknowledged, that Princes are 
ſeldom inolinable to execute old Trea- 
ties, or enter into new Ones, JOS 
diſtracted Nation: 2 
The happy Union between the Par- 
liament and Miniſtry, was the Source of 
the Jong! Train of Sueceſſes, for _ 
the 


_— 


if 


(9) 
the Reign of Queen Anne is ſo much 


diſtinguiſhed, from that of her Prede- 
ceſlor. 


Should we have a Parliament of a 
different Complexion from the preſent, 
and that amidſt the Flames of a doubt- 
ful War, we muſt expect new Schemes 
and new Meaſures, 


We have felt the fad Effects of ſuch 
Beebe in the Reign of that Prin- 
ceſs ; ſhe parted with one of the beſt 
Parliaments that ever was, which, with 
a new Miniſtry, had in a great Meaſure 
eclipſed all the Glory of the firſt eight 
Years of her Reign, by the ſhameful 
Peace of Utrecht, to which we muſt 
attribute the preſent. unhappy Condition 
of moſt of the Princes of Europe. 


The Remenbegites of that fatal Peace, 
and the Meaſures purſued by the Mi- 
niſtr Pl and Parliament to obtain it, had 
J far alarmed our old Allies, that no 
Arguments could prevail with them, 
to enter into 50 Alliances with the late 

os. So King 


(10 

King, till Aſſurances were given, there 
- ſhould be no Change of Miniſtry, that 

would leave them in the Lurch again: 
and perhaps, that was one of the Con- 
ſidetations that paved the way for the 
Septennial Act, which has been attend- 
cd with all che happy Conſequences pro- 
poſed by it, of which four and twenty 
Vears Experience has convinced the Na- 
tion, and of which we have the moſt 
irrefragable Proots in the frequent Re- 

elections of the Gentlemen who not only 
Yated, but ſpoke in its at. | 


The Poles, whe "of all lens in 
the World, are the moſt Jealous of their 
Liberties, never change. their Nyets, 
during the Continuance of a War; be- 
ing well apprized, that frequent Elec- 
tions, would not only revive old A- 
nimoſi ties, but create new ones; which 
was indeed our own Caſe, whilſt the 
8 riennial Act was in force. 


. Though a Maultitude of other Argu- 
ments might be urged for continuing 
the preſent Parliament during the War 
with Spain, I am 1 pot yet apprized of 

one 


(17) 
one againſt it, that has any Weight of 
Solidity to ſupport it. 


We have a thorough Knowledge of 
the Merit and- Abilities of the preſent 
Parliament, by fix Years Experience; 
ſo that there can be no room for any 
Apprehenſions of their making an ill 
uſe of an extraordinary Power, which 
the Neceſlity of Affairs, and the Preſer- 
vation of the Kingdom, render abſolute- 
ly Neceſſary. 


Should it be objected, That ſuch a 
Deſign, as is now contended for, may 
be deferr'd till next Seſſion, which will 
be the laſt of this Parliament ; we ac- 
knowledge, indeed, that ſuch an Ob- 
jection might have its Weight, could 
we have Aſſurances, that we ſhould en- 
Joy the ſame State of Tranquillity we 
now do: But I believe, no one will 
be ſo hardy, as to venture his Repu- 
tation upon ſo precarious a Topick. We 
are now threaten'd with Deſcents and 
Invaſions; we hear of nothing but French 
and Spaniſh Fleets and Armies; and. 
Thould our Enemies throw a Body of 
5 C2 Mien 


n. 
Men into the Kingdom, what Conſuf on 
and Diſorder muſt enſue? Would it be 
then practicable to continue the pre- 
ſent Partiamept, or to proceed. to a new 
Election, whilſt a Foreign Enemy was 
poſſeſsd of any Part of the Kingdom? ? 


Should ſuch a Cataſtrophe happen du- 
ring the Interval of Parliament, our Con- 
dition muſt be very deplorable, ſince 
we could have no Freedom of Elec- 
tions z as the Cities and Towns, that re- 
turn Members, might poſſibly be under 
the Terror or ie of an armed 
Force. 


For theſe Reaſons, we muſt conclude, 
that no Opportunity ſeems ſo favourable 
for continuing this Parliament during 
the War, as the preſent, when the Na- 
tion enjoys Peace, and Tranquility, and 
when we have but one declared Enemy 
to ſtruggle with. | 


Therei is another Objection i in our way, 
that is, That the Continuance of this 
Parliament beyond the Term of ſeven 
Years, would be a a dangerous Innovation. 


The 


ws) 


The like. Arguments. were ofierd 4 
gainſt the Septennial Bill, and both, e- 
qually groundleſs; for neither Triennial 
nor Septennial Parliaments are the Con- 
ſtitution of the Kingdom, ſince the for- 
mer had no Exiſtence before. the Reigu 
of Witham and Mary; and it would 
be pretty Extraordinary, if a Law of 
two _ twenty Years, Duration. ſhould 
be placed amongſt. the Fundamental 
Laws of the 1 


But let us ſuppoſe for once, that the 
Septennial Act is now become a Funda- 


mental Law, ſhould that be an Argument 
ſuſpending or altering it, whes 
the Welfare, or rather the Preſervation 
of the Kingdom required 162. 


Human Laws as well as all other ſuh 


lunary Things are. ia a perpætual State 
of, FluQuation, there. is nothing immu- 
table in the World; the. Conſtitutions 
of all the Kingdoms in Europa, have 
undergone. — 2 mutations; and none 
more than our own : and I helase.who- 


cer takes a View of the State of our 
Funda- 


(14) 


Fundamental Laws two Centuries ago, 
and compares it with the preſent, can 
ſcarcely diſcover any Features of Re- 


n in ſome. 


This mel be imputed, either to Ne: 
ceſlity, or the Changes which Time will 
always produce in Human Affairs. 


H ereditary Right was a Fundamental 
Law of the Kingdom, as well before, 
as many Ages after the Conqueſt, but 


it was thought neceſſary to change that 
Order of Succeſſion. 


Should Lexhibit a Catalogue of all the 
Fundamental Laws -of the Kingdom, 
| which have been alterd from time to 
time for Conyeniency or Neceſſity, this 
Eſſay would ſwell beyond the compaſs 
intended: But this may be affirmed, that 
no Human Laws are immutable, and that 
tis conſiſtent with the Power and Au- 
thority of Parliaments to make, r 
or alter them for the Publick Good 
which has been the frequent Practice, 
in all Ages. 
238 An 


(#5) 


An Act paſſed in the Reign of Queen 
Anne, for diſabling all Perſons from be- 
ing elected for Counties, who were not 
poſſeſs d of a Freehold Eſtate of 600 l. 
a Year, and for Boroughs, who had not 
a Freehold Eſtate of 300 l. a Lear: Now 
by that Law, above Two-Thirds of all 
the Gentlemen of the Kingdom were 
deprived of their Birth-Right ; and yet 
I have not been informed, that the Power 

of the Parliament to paſs it, was ever 
called in queſtion, though it is highly 
probable, the Electors never conſented 
to it, when they choſe them. 


It may probably be objected, That 
the continuing of this Parliament, will 
conſequently continue the Miniſtry, and 

that long Parliaments will be always 
devoted to them; but this is very cer- 
tain, that no Long Parliaments were 
ever more attached to a Miniſtry than 

the two laſt of Queen Anne; tho' they 
were Triennial. | 


Nothing would be more Imprudent, 
than to truſt the People with a new 


Election, 


(1s) 
Ele&ion, during the preſent Diſcontents 
and Arimoſſtics which rage in all Parts 
of the Kingdom, through the Artifices 
of Men, who are making all 
IT: fon the Minds of the 
1 Relations of Ha- 


eee and Mifinianagement 
bn expenſive War, Loft of Trade, and 


any other popular ae 


5 Theſe, 1 fay ure the Arts that have 
for ſome time been practiſed to influente 
the prople; and to animate them againſt 
the Majority of the prefer — of 
Commons, upon a new Election. | 


It would therefore be the higheſt Wiſ⸗ 
dom to continue the prefent Parliament 
during the War, and no longer; for 
by that time, we have reaſon td think 
he Phrenzy will be much abated, arid 
that the People will think themſelves 
untter the Nrongeſt Ties. of Gratitude 
to Kink and Parliament, fort their Pro- 
vidential Care of them, at a time when 
— muſt otherwile = irretrievably 


loſt. 


> 71 . * . \ 11 
42 Mr. 


. Hagan deen 


LIEN | BY 
11 1 Hofe is now en- 


ter upon the Exerciſe 
0 of a 3 8 whick of Rig ht, and 
eeable to the n n, 
ng to, them; I mean tha 
: 1 5 Which they, as Part | of 
* the Legitfitbte, has of repeal- 
c ing Laws, of extending and li- 
© tvitifiy theti, in füch männer, 
t 4$ {Ralf aþpear to them moſt con- 
* ice to the Service of their 
* outitry. rl 


K tliis Ri wm of altering Fi 

fy f.4ws, dots otedly being 

i the Legiſlatüre, it Giight to 

123 uſed. wh the wilt; regard, 

e nee, tis Equally a n to 
D 


c enervate 


(18 ) 
© enervate Laws, that are found 
to be a Support to our Govern- 
© ment, as to omit the Aboliſhing, 
« or Suſpending ſuch as have not 


© anſwered. their End, when 


made, or which is * have 


$ proved detrimental. 


„It is a commendable * 


© when Gentlemen, in their De- 


« bates expreſs a Tenderneſs for 


c the exiſting Conſtitution of their 


c Country, and their Apprehen- 
© fions of the leaſt Innovation 
© in the Frame of Government; 
and I am not ſurprized, that 
tis objected, in ſo popular a 
manner, that the paſſing of this 
© Bill, for ſuſpending the Law 
© for the Election of Triennial 
© Parliaments, is to ſap the Foun- 
dation of our Engh/b Liber- 


'Y ties. | 


© But 


(19) 


But if it ſhall appear upon 


an impartial enquiry, that this 


Bill, which was made for the 


a Benefit of the Nation, has, in 
© no reſpect, anſwered the Pur- 

« poſes for which it was calcu- 
© lated, when made into a Law; 


] preſume it may be 1 9 1! 


that the Danger in ſuſpending 


it, is more imaginary, than real. 


And ſince tis as unjuſtifiable 
to be as tenacious of a Matter, 
© that has no Argument to ſupport 
© it, as not to give way to what 
Experience has demonſtrated, 
« if this Bill ſhould, in its Con- 
« ſequences, be void of Proof of 
© anſwering the Ends for which 

it was made, I hope it will not 
© be ſo great a Crime to * 


D 2 it, 


a” 


(20) 
* it, as it has with Induſtry been 


* xe repreſented without Doors. . 
A $3.3 


N eh Argument * 
« C6ntin ing the Triennial Bill is, 
That tis agreeable to the An- 
tient Laws of this Nation, that 


« there ſhould be frequent Par- 
liaments. 1 lind by the Laws 


6 F have look'd over, 1 Parlia- 
© ments ought to be frequently 
C. held; but I find it no where 
laid down, as A fundamental 
n Poſition of the Nature of this 
c Conſtitution, that there: thouſd. 
be frequent Elections. | 


5 Gentlemen will 5 to 
the beginning of Parliaments, 
© they will Ix in the 4th, 5th, 
Land 36th of Zaw. TIE that for 
6 Beuel of diverſe Miſchiefs and 

' | © Gticvances, 


(21) 
_ * Grievanges, which 12 {ap 


« every. Year or olin _ —— ä 
Roe thep te. conſider'd 


© in what manner, thoſe: Parha- 
© ments, were held. When the 
King met his Parliament, they 
: whey, to ſit ten or ey * 


0 Ments, none 15 — def 
c Frey) Years. "44> 


bs To come down to cis Tian. 
« of H. VIII. few of his Parlia- 
ments ſat more than twenty 
« Days, though, the Parliament 
did not meet every Year, and 
from the 7th to the. 25th. of. his: 
Reign, there are no. Journals, 
* and. conſequently, we. =P 

©te 


( 22 ) 
tell, in what manner Parlia- ; 
c merits were held ; afterwards, . 
there were rene Parliaments, 
© but not every Year, to the end 
« of his Reign. 8 


4 


- 


© A Parliament was called the 
© 1{t Year of Edw. VI. and in 
« five Years, fat but four Months. 
In Philip and Mary's Reign, 
© there were four Parliaments, 
but the Seſſions extremely ſhort. 
From the ad to the 5th, and 
from the 7th to the 13th of 
| Queen Elis zabetb, no Parl; ia- 
| © ment met; and eln the 14th 
| © to the 2 «th of her Reign, the 
Parliament ſat only kom the 
| 
| 


— 6 — — — 
3244 9 Om Ge — ——ö . ́ſ—U — —— —-— :... 
N — — — 


Wi «8th of May to the zoth of 
© Fun; and four Years after, 
from the 8th of February to 
0 the” 8th- of March following; 


and 


— — 


(23) 
© and in eight Years after, ne- 
ver fat to do Buſineſs, but 
« were then diſſolved. There were 
« fix other Parliaments in her 
© Reign, but never fat long, 
c unleſs that in the 39th of her 
Reign, which fat four Months. 


The Parliament the firſt of 
James the F irſt, ſat about four 
« Months; and in three Years af- 
© ter, fat about eight Days: that 
Parliament was not diſſolved, 
till the gth of James, but fat 
© twice or thrice only. There 
were three other Parliaments 


© in his Reign, but * met very 
© ſeldom. 


The Seflions in Clarks the 
« Firſt's Reign, , were much ſhorter 
© than thoſe of late Days, and 


© there 


t 
there were very frequetit Pr: 
* ; and in the fixteenth 
t of his Reign, an Act Was paſ- 
© ſed, for pteventing Incbnvenſen- 
ces, by long Intetmiſſion Bf 
« Parllatehts. In this Reig 
Long Parliament was held, 27 
< whatever Corru 2 they were 
t tainted with, the they ne- 
i yer be accuſed 0 aufg the 
© Cauſe of Frince, or attempt- 
a ing to enſlave their own Coun- 


1 that Act was rephaled itt 
t the Reign of Charles the ge- 
© cond, as being derogatory to 
the Prerogative, and as it 
© might be the occaſion of ma- 


6 eitel Miſchiefs, a> might en- 
# i the Feace e People: 


ALI» F7 


© In 
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« In the Reign * Jens the 
« "eco a Paas was held 
ein 1683 5, and fat above two 
© Months, and was at ſeveral 
Times pr ed to November 

© 1687. Then the happy Revolu- 
© tiorr took Place, and in the 
© Bl of Rights, firſt of Willian 
and Mary, it is dechred, That 
all the Rights and Liberties aſ- 
ſerted, and claimed in the faid 
Declaration, are the true, an- 
© tient and indubitable Rights; 
and Liberties of the People 
© of this Kingdom, and bought to 
be firmly and 'firily holden 
and obſerved. And in the 
© ſame Bill, amongſt that long 
Catalogue of Grievances, which 
© precedes the faid Declaration, 
there is not the leaſt mention 

E © made 


(26) 
made of want of frequent E- 
lections, but only, that Parlia- 
© ments ought to be free. In 
« the ſixth of King William, this 
© now favourd Bill for. Trien- 
_ © nial Parliaments was paſſed. 


If Gentlemen will look over 
© Writs of Summons, and the Re- 
turns of thoſe Writs, they will 
find no mention, how long 
© any Parliament is to continue, 
© but the Return makes men- 
tion of the Perſons who are to 
« ſerve in the Parliament that 
js to meet, and be held at ſuch 
ca Time at . r 


